RICHARD HUMANN & CHINA BLUE

WHY DO GORILLAS HAVE BIG NOSTRILS?

Q: Why Do Gorillas Have Big Nostrils?

A: Because they have big fingers

In the sound installation, two voices tell each other a series of Question and Answer jokes. For example, Q: What Do You Call Santa's Helpers? A: Subordinate Clauses. or Q: What's six inches long, has a bald head, and drives women crazy? A: A hundred dollar bill. 

The voices are altered and speeded up to a faster paced meter. This ads a comical yet haunting tonality to the piece, all the while a distorted laugh track plays in the background.

The jokes range from simple children’s jokes to a more racy series intended for a more adult audience without ever going too far. This soundtrack runs continuously while the elevator is in service and is intended to make the vertical commute a more pleasant one.

The work of Richard Humann is clearly grounded in contemporary art and artistic theory and yet the most challenging in the way they press forward the intentions of art and put the practice of the form on personal terms.

Humann’s work is founded upon the exploration of the exigencies and impositions of language on, not only visual art, but contemporary life itself, and it has it roots in Conceptual Art, in the works of artists who committed the earliest experiments with language, such as Joseph Kosuth, Lawrence Weiner, John Baldassari, and of course, Jasper Johns.  Yet, his work looks and feels nothing like theirs, and it has a touch of poignancy that makes it much more than just an exercise in theory.

China Blue’s work is based on Feng shui concepts.  Feng Shui is a Chinese method of assessing the humane and healthy nature of space and altering it to create aesthetic and healing results.  Feng Shui introduces the idea that physical space (like that outlined by the four walls of a room) is defined by and filled with human energy and that this energy can be redirected to ultimately create a healthy and happy environment.  

One of the solutions applied to heal a space is the sound produced from wind chimes.  The usage of wind chimes introduces the idea that sound can be a healing device.  She uses audio in her work to function thus as a feng shui healing action.  This is of interest because it introduces the idea of social and psychological healing in to the context of visual art.  Humor is another healing action that is promoted by the art.  

